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Introduction
In 2011, then-recently appointed City
Manager Joshua Smith established the
City Manager’s Blue Ribbon Committee
for Economic Prosperity (hereinafter
“Committee”). The Committee, comprised
of local CEOs and community leaders, was
tasked with identifying bold strategies
to revitalize Hamilton. They identified
priorities such as the East High Gateway
project, a need for market rate downtown
housing, constructing South Hamilton
Crossing, recruiting high-quality business
to Hamilton Enterprise Park, and focusing
on quality of life projects that would attract
families and jobs to Hamilton.
Momentum began to build. In 2012, at the
suggestion of the Committee, the City of
Hamilton created the first Initiative Update
to capture progress and showcase future
projects. As the community has grown
and changed, so too has the Initiative
Update. The past year was a big one for
Hamilton, and 2019 is shaping up to
be even more exciting. Some impactful
projects taking place in Hamilton today
are directly attributable to the earliest
efforts to revitalize the community, such
as rehabilitating the buildings that are
now the Mercantile Lofts and creating
RiversEdge Amphitheater. The document
you hold highlights the most exciting and
impactful projects City departments are
leading. They span from multi-million dollar
investments to community events meant
to engage and connect residents. All are
equally important in creating the Hamilton
of tomorrow.

Completed Projects
Rotary Park

Marcum Park

$550K

$3.9M
Main Street Improvements

Marcum Apartments

$3.7M

$13M
RiversEdge Bike Ramp

$752K

South Hamilton Crossing

$32M

Mercantile Lofts

Third Street Plaza

$1.6M

$11.1M

High & MLK Intersection Improvements

East High Street Gateway
Improvement Project

$2.7M
RiversEdge Amphitheater

$8.8M
Artspace Lofts

$1.9M

$11.8M

Columbia Bridge Improvements

Great Miami River
Recreational Trail

$3.5M

$1.7M

Municipal Brew Works

Public CNG Fueling Station

$1.1M
Foundation Field
Improvements

$1.3M

$2.5M
Meldahl Hydroelectric Facility

$700M

Development Efforts

Marcum Apartments

5

commercial
tenant spaces

The Marcum Apartments, which began construction in spring 2017, opened to residents in fall 2018.
The $13 million mixed-use building has 102 apartment units and five commercial spaces. Four
commercial tenants have signed leases: Tano’s Bistro, The Casual Pint, Bones Brothers Wings, and
Revive Salon. These tenants have begun to build out their space, and all should open in 2019. The
Marcum is the first major new development in downtown Hamilton in over 20 years and sits just
across from RiversEdge at Marcum Park.

102
luxury
apartments

$13M
private
investment
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Spooky Nook Sports Champion Mill
For the past several years, the City of Hamilton has been working closely with Spooky Nook Sports to
plan and build an indoor sports and event center at the former Champion Paper Mill site on the west
side of the Great Miami River. On October 25, 2018, this project officially broke ground, kicking off a
two year, $144 million redevelopment project that is expected to bring massive economic benefits to
the entire Greater Cincinnati region. Once completed, Spooky Nook Sports Champion Mill will be the
second largest convention center space in the Tri-State area and the largest indoor sports complex in
North America.
In 2017, Spooky Nook’s Pennsylvania location welcomed more than one million visitors and, according
to a report by Tourism Economics, this traffic brought an additional $39 million in offsite spending
to the surrounding business community. Similar results are expected for the Hamilton location. In
addition to the youth sports and event center, Spooky Nook Champion Mill will include two hotels,
restaurants, a fitness center, sports medicine facility, health foods market, and more.

$144M
redevelopment
project

$39M
offsite spending by
visitors to Spooky
Nook PA facility
in 2017

1.1M
visitors to Spooky
Nook PA facility
in 2017

The Spooky Nook Sports Champion Mill groundbreaking was held on October 25, 2018
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Spooky Nook Champion Mill will have ample space for
events such as banquets or corporate meetings

The site will be able to host tournaments for youth volleyball,
basketball, and more, all under one roof

Once completed, it will have the largest convention & event
space in Butler County and the second largest in the region

There will be two hotels onsite, including one boutique hotel
in the former administration building

Construction began in late 2018 and the facility is expected
to open in 2021
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West Side Commercial Development

Notable Upcoming
& Ongoing
Projects

There has been significant growth and interest in the commercial areas of Hamilton’s west side. In
2017, Jamestowne Inpatient and Outpatient Therapy opened. In 2018, Fort Hamilton Hospital broke
ground on a 16,000 square feet new medical office building, Aldi’s completed a renovation of its store,
and a new Goodwill Clothing store was built, replacing a bar that had been a public nuisance. All of
these projects occurring along Main Street will significantly improve the aesthetics of this key corridor
as well as provide new amenities for residents.

Fort Hamilton Hospital
outpatient medical
building opening

Even more activity is expected to occur in this area over the next year. The transformation of the
Hamilton West Shopping Center is expected to begin in 2019. The long underperforming shopping
center has been identified as one of the top concerns of west side Hamilton residents. In 2018, the
Planning Commission approved a proposal to demolish much of the site, which will be marketed for
new greenfield commercial development. A portion of the site will be repurposed as an indoor selfstorage facility. The parking lot, which is in need of major repairs, will be also be completely repaved as
part of the initial project.

West Side Animal
Clinic new facility
groundbreaking

Also in 2019, Neal’s Famous BBQ opened a new Grab and Go restaurant, Chipotle broke ground on
its first location in Hamilton, and the West Side Animal Clinic will build a new facility on Northwest
Washington Boulevard. This project, which includes a brand new state-of-the-art animal clinic, will also
create two additional greenfield development sites.

Chipotle
groundbreaking

Hamilton West
Shopping Center
project groundbreaking

Neal’s Grab and Go
location opening

The new Kettering Health Network medical offices will open in spring 2019

Neal’s Famous BBQ is opening a Grab and Go location
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West Side Animal Clinic’s new facility on Northwest Washington Boulevard

Development Efforts

Route 4 Development
4,064
health code
violations fixed
from 2015
to 2019

497
health code
violations fixed
in 2018

3

redevelopment
projects underway
in 2019

Route 4 is one of the most visible corridors in Hamilton and one of the areas of biggest concern
for community members. City staff has worked diligently with property owners and businesses to
create incremental positive changes to this critical commercial area. In 2018, Auto Express completed
construction on a new sales building. In 2019, Quality Auto will complete substantial site improvements
that include adding new landscaping and closing access points that are being used as dangerous cutthroughs for traffic. Also in 2019, Spirit Liquor Store intends to construct a new building in addition to
making site improvements that include enhancing access and landscaping.
Route 4 has been a strategic area of focus for Health Department enforcement activity over the past
few years. In cases where existing property owners have not kept up with their property maintenance,
City staff have utilized code enforcement to seek improvements to the corridor. The Health Department
is working with owners to get their properties into code compliance, including completing building
repairs, cleaning up trash, and removing junk vehicles. Between 2015 and 2019, 4,064 code
violations were addressed along this corridor.
Thanks to the use of active planning code enforcement strategies, positive change can be seen along
the cluttered Route 4 corridor. Enforcement includes Conditional Use approvals for auto uses, which
resulted in two auto dealerships completing site improvement techniques and one auto use vacating
the premise. The Planning Department has worked diligently to bring three businesses operating
without zoning approval into compliance. The amount of visual debris and sign density has also been
decreased through actively enforcing our temporary sign regulations.
Route 4 is one of the target areas of Plan Hamilton, and the City will continue to work aggressively to see
positive change along the corridor. In addition to working with property owners to see improvements to
their sites, City staff is also working on a right-of-way improvement plan that includes a portion of the
regional Miami 2 Miami bike trail, new sidewalks, and other potential improvements.

Canal Land Survey

The City is conducting a survey of the Route 4 corridor from High Street to just south of Lincoln Avenue.
The survey will ascertain the location of residual Miami & Erie Canal land that is owned by the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources (ODNR) as well as the boundaries of abandoned portions of
Fourteenth Street and Safe Avenue. Once the property boundaries are determined, a legal description
will be prepared in order to convey the canal land to the City to make improvements along Route 4
corridor. The land will be used to make pedestrian and bicycle access safer and install streetscaping
improvements in the area.
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17Strong Neighborhoods

$115K

17Strong Neighborhoods Initiative
The 17Strong Neighborhoods initiative grew out of the Sense of Place committee which was one of the
four pillars of City Council’s 2012 strategic plan. Part of the Sense of Place committee’s charge was to
build a robust neighborhoods initiative. After a few years of grassroots relationship-building by resident
volunteers, City Council, and City staff, the effort found structure in the 17Strong Advisory Board.
17Strong provides a framework for communication and a sense of identity within Hamilton’s 17
neighborhoods. Intended to increase civic engagement and strengthen community pride, this initiative
seeks to define neighborhoods, community third-places, and the various needs and aspirations of
each neighborhood. 17Strong created the resident-led 17Strong Advisory Board and the Micro-grant
program in 2016.

awarded from
2016 - 2018

58

community
projects funded

17Strong Advisory Board

The 17Strong Advisory Board was created to provide structure and direction to the neighborhoods
initiative. The advisory board is responsible for assessing and making recommendations to further
engagement and trust between neighborhoods, within neighborhoods, and between the City and
neighborhoods. Additionally, these community leaders oversee the 17Strong Micro-grant Program and
leverage their neighborhood perspective to advocate for the good of all neighborhoods.
Made up of a diverse group of community members ranging from new to lifelong residents, the
board’s structure is meant to be inclusive of all Hamiltonians. The board consists of twelve City
Council-appointed residents, four members from each of Hamilton’s three neighborhood types: Urban,
Traditional, and Suburban.

$50K+
funding available
for 2019

17Strong Micro-grant Program

In its first few years, the 17Strong Micro-grant Program
awarded over $115,000 in grants to 58 community projects.
From neighborhood beautification and rehabilitation projects
to community job fairs and uplifting community events, the
Micro-grant Program provided funds to support a variety of
grassroots projects that were created by and for Hamiltonians.
As a result of the exciting projects funded by 17Strong, it was
recognized by the International Economic Development Council
(IEDC) in fall 2018 with a silver award in the Neighborhood
Development category. The micro-grant application for 2019
will launch its new round in February 2019.
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Lauren Gersbach from the Economic Development Department
accepted the IEDC award on behalf of 17Strong

17Strong Neighborhoods

Bridging Neighborhoods Event

In September 2018, the 17Strong Advisory Board held the Bridging
Neighborhoods event on the High-Main bridge. The event brought
people together from Hamilton’s many neighborhoods to encourage
unity and collaboration between residents. The event location was
significant and was an attempt to change the perception of the
Great Miami River from something that divides the community to
something that encourages connection and recreation. Finally, in
the spirit of cross-river cooperation, Municipal Brew Works and
Quarter Barrel teamed up to create a special brew for the event
called The Bridge.

Love Your Block

The 17Strong Neighborhoods Initiative was awarded a $25,000
Love Your Block grant from the Cities of Service and AmeriCorps
VISTA programs in 2018. This grant brought two VISTA workers to
Hamilton to help reduce neighborhood blight over a two year period.
Brooke Wells, a Hamilton native, and Tyler Cook, a native of the
Dayton area, have been with the City since summer 2018. In 2019,
their work will focus on the East End and Armondale neighborhoods.

The annual 17Strong Breakfast was held on January 26,
2019 to recognize leaders who received grants in 2018

AmeriCorps VISTAs Tyler Cook & Brooke Wells started at
the City in summer 2018 and will stay until summer 2019

13

17Strong Neighborhoods

Main Street
Streetscape Project
Timeline

Main Street Business District

Phase I: Westbound Main
Street from D Street to
Eaton Avenue
May-June 2018

Main Street has really hit its stride, welcoming over 30 new businesses in the last three years. Visitors
can enjoy local coffee shops, specialty pet stores, boutiques, and even more places to grab a bite to
eat. The “live, work, play” way of life on Main Street is no longer on its way: it’s here.

Phase II: Westbound
Main Street from B Street
to Eaton Avenue
June-July 2018

Streetscape & Infrastructure Project

Phase III: Eastbound &
westbound Main Street
from D to Eaton Streets
August 2018

The historic Main Street Business District had a major facelift in 2018. The Streetscape and
Infrastructure project began in early 2018 and included undergrounding electric utility lines as well
as replacing all of the streelights in the district with new decorative lampposts that have improved
pedestrian-level lighting and overall aesthetics. As part of the beautification, the sidewalks have new
brick pavers, trees, and other decorative landscaping. Finally, the century old water main was replaced
throughout the corridor. The Streetscape and Infrastructure project totaled more than $3.7 million.
Just west of the historic business district, the Main-Millville-Eaton Intersection Improvement project
is underway. This project will realign the Eaton and Millville Avenue approaches to the Main Street
intersection so that they are directly across from each other. Once completed, it will significantly
improve traffic operations and safety at the intersection. Read more about this project on page 44.
With the intersection realignment, recent investments on Main Street total more than $7.1 million.
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Phase IV: Main Street
closed as needed from B
to F Streets
September-November 2018
Streetscape &
Infrastructure Project
completed
March 2019

17Strong Neighborhoods

33

new businesses
opened since
2014

The Davis Building

8

The Village Parlor ice cream shop opened
in the Davis building in January 2019

new businesses
opened in
2018

$3.7M+
streetscape &
infrastructure
investment

Two Little Buds is a floral arrangement
studio that opened in the Davis building
in April 2018

A $1.8 million renovation that began on the
Davis building (302 Main Street) in early 2017
is expected to be completed in spring 2019.
This building, originally constructed in 1914,
was acquired by CORE in 2015 and has been
largely empty for years. The building currently
houses three commercial tenants: Two Little
Buds, The Village Ice Cream Parlor, and Hughes
Pharmacy. A fourth commercial tenant, Scripted
Studio, is opening in April. In addition to the
first floor commercial spaces, 12 second and
third floor residential units are being renovated
and should available for lease by the summer.
These units range from approximately 635
square feet to just over 900 square feet, and
offer historic charm with modern amenities,
including completely new kitchens, washer
& dryer, fiber optic internet, and more. Once
completed, this building will help fill the need
for market-rate, high-quality apartments in the
historic Main Street Business District.

Upper Floor Residential Program

The City of Hamilton is continuing to offer an
incentive plan for the creation of new upper
floor housing units on Main Street: the Upper
Floor Residential Rehabilitation Program
(UFRRP). The UFRRP provides a matching grant
up to $20,000 per unit for property owners
to redevelop the residential units above their
Main Street commercial spaces. For additional
information on the UFRRP, please reach out
to the Economic Development Department at
513-785-7070.
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CBD & German Village
Hamilton’s Central Business District (CBD) continues its strong
performance as storefront occupancy on High Street stays near
100%. Activity has significantly increased in the main arteries
off of High Street, with multiple recent adaptive reuse and
redevelopment projects. The old Miami Motor building located
at 316 South Second Street is undergoing a $4+ million facelift
as 80 Acres Farms converts it into their corporate headquarters.

80 Acres grows fresh vegetables indoors with sustainable technology

The Blank Space, a new event venue at 220 South Third
Street, is opening in March 2019. Additionally, the former
Chaco Credit Union building is now the Benison Event Center, a
stunning venue for weddings, corporate parties, and more, with
affordable office space available on upper floors. The Benison
plans to open in April 2019. Construction has commenced on
the properties located at 20-24 South Third Street, which will
bring even more entertainment options to the corridor.
Even McDulin Garage got an upgrade in 2018 with the addition
of Park5, a small rooftop space where visitors can play chess,
order local food delivery, and enjoy their DORA beverages all
while getting one of the best views of downtown Hamilton and
the Great Miami River.

The Benison Event Center is opening in April 2019

16

Park5 is the city’s newest park on the rooftop of McDulin Garage

Rotary Park is one of downtown Hamilton’s favorite spaces

17Strong Neighborhoods

German Village
Developments
RiversEdge
Amphitheater and
greenspace completed
September 2013

Heading north along Third Street is VPcabs, which moved its new production facility into the former
Goodyear Tire store in 2018. VPcabs manufactures virtual pinball machines using a variety of pop
culture characters and themes. The company’s founder, Butler County native Brad Baker, appeared
on Shark Tank in May 2016 and received an investment of $200,000 for his business idea. The
production space is fully operational and employs 6 people, with plans to hire up to 7 additional
employees over the next few years. The company is also converting the front of the building into Pinball
Garage, a gaming bar that will serve stone-fired pizza and barbecue and feature pinball machines,
both vintage and newly made by VPcabs. Pinball Garage plans to open in 2019.
Hamilton’s historic German Village neighborhood saw steady activity in 2018. A Game Knight, a board
game parlor and tavern, opened its doors at 345 North Third Street in November 2018. Patrons
can get a drink and enjoy a wide selection of board games and card games, or take part in a roleplaying game at one of the bar’s specialty RPG tables. Across the street, Chubby Bunny Bakery, which
specializes in vegan baked goods, opened up its new production facility.

Third Street Plaza
completed
December 2015
Marcum Park completed
May 2017

RiversEdge at Marcum
Park received APA award
September 2018
Chubby Bunny Bakery
opened
October 2018
A Game Knight gaming
bar opened
November 2018
Third Street Plaza in German Village is just outside the Lane Public Library
and a perfect location to host a variety of outdoor public events
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Lindenwald
Lindenwald saw a lot of activity in 2018 and early 2019. It welcomed two new businesses to the
Pleasant Avenue corridor: A&A Pretty Pets and Kensho Traditional Shotokan Karate. StreetSpark is on
its way to the district, with plans for a beautiful new mural on the side of Minnick’s Drive Thru (2537
Pleasant Avenue) that is all about “loving where you live”. Darana Hybrid announced in late 2018
its plans to renovate a vacant building in the heart of Lindenwald to serve as its new training and
production facility. Interest in this district is on the rise as the revitalization momentum from High and
Main Streets is making its way to Pleasant Avenue.

Pleasant Avenue Corridor Plan

In spring 2018, a group of students from Miami University produced a corridor revitalization plan for
Pleasant Avenue and the Lindenwald neighborhood. The students were in an Advanced Urban and
Regional Planning course, which helps them gain planning experience by working with real clients on
real projects in the region. Students did an audit of existing conditions of the district, researched the
history of the neighborhood, and held a charrette to gather information from Lindenwald residents. The
final plan was broken down into key areas such as Economic Development, Streetscape Improvements,
and Community Vibrancy. Students researched best practices and implementation strategies for
future businesses in the Pleasant Avenue corridor and recommended streetscape improvements for
traffic calming and pedestrian mobility improvement. Lastly, the report recommended locations of
murals and parklets to increase the vibrancy of Lindenwald. The final Pleasant Avenue Corridor Plan
gives City staff and residents key features and strategies to focus on to continue revitalization efforts
for the Pleasant Avenue Corridor and Lindenwald as a whole.

Miami University Planning students targeted the former Linden
Lanes bowling alley as a prime area for redevelopment in Lindenwald
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Pleasant
Avenue Corridor
Revitalization
Suggestions
Community Vibrancy:
create murals and parklets
throughout the corridor to
enhance visual appeal
Economic Development:
focus efforts on key sites
to bring businesses &
restaurants to the district
Streetscape:
add traffic calming
measures, lighting, and a
bike lane to make the area
more pedestrian-friendly

Miami students held a charrette to gather community
feedback while developing the Pleasant Avenue Corridor Plan

17Strong Neighborhoods

188%
increase in home
construction in the
past 5 years

West Side Residential Development

123

total new homes
planned for the
Enclave at
Twin Run

82
new homes being
built on the west
side in 2019

31 permits have been issued for new homes in Hamilton West Estates since 2016

Developers are building new homes in
Hamilton again. New home construction
has increased by 188% in the last five years,
and the City anticipates many more new
homes in 2019 based on plat approvals by
the Planning Commission and City Council
in 2018.
The largest development planned for 2019
will be at the Enclave at Twin Run. Planning
Commission approved the construction of
123 detached single-family dwellings on the
undeveloped portion of the subdivision. The
first phase of this development will include
31 homes. Smaller projects underway
include a proposal for seven custom homes
on estate lots at Arbor Springs, new phases
of Hickory Woods subdivision, and 41 new
single-family lots in Gardner Ridge.
Also of note is the continued rise in
residential development at the Hamilton
West Estates subdivision near Bridgeport
Elementary school. Hamilton West Estates
serves as a cornerstone of suburban
neighborhood and development for the city,
featuring diverse types and configurations
of homes. Construction in this area has
been consistent in recent years, with 31
permits issued for new single-family homes
in this subdivision since 2016. In 2018
alone, the City issued 15 permits for new
homes, with the majority of developments
occurring on Bridgeport Drive. Three more
permits have already been issued for the
area in 2019.
19
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Industrial Development
Hamilton’s economy has experienced considerable growth in recent years. Our unemployment rate
has dropped by nearly half in the last five years while annual wages paid by employers topped $1
billion for the first time ever in 2017. Companies from a variety of industry sectors are investing tens of
millions of dollars to locate or expand in Hamilton.

Speculative Builds

Two new industrial buildings are being constructed to attract future tenants to Hamilton. NorthPoint
Development has partnered with thyssenkrupp Bilstein to build a 300,000 square foot space, 160,000
of which will be used by Bilstein for warehousing space while the remaining 140,000 will be available
for lease. Prologis is also constructing a 155,000 square foot facility available for lease by an industrial
user. Both buildings should be completed by spring 2019.

thyssenkrupp Bilstein

thyssenkrupp Bilstein, an auto parts manufacturer, has seen tremendous growth, hiring more than
550 employees and investing more than $43 million in capital expansions since 2011. Bilstein also
supports the Project LIFE program through Butler Tech, which assists young adults with disabilities
in building foundational workplace skills, and currently employs an additional 20 individuals with
disabilities through partnerships with several local organizations.

$1.3B
city-wide wages
in 2018

456K ft2
new industrial
space under
construction

8

companies in
Hamilton Enterprise
Park in 2019

2

new companies
coming to Hamilton
Enterprise Park

NorthPoint Development is one of two companies currently building a speculative industrial
facility. Of the 300,000 square feet, 140,000 will be available for lease by an industrial user
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Darana Hybrid

Hamilton Enterprise Park currently has eight tenants

In fall 2018, Darana Hybrid announced plans to purchase
and rehabilitate a vacant industrial building in Lindenwald.
Darana Hybrid, an electro-mechanical contractor specializing
in industrial, electrical, and mechanical installations, relocated
its headquarters to Hamilton in January 2017. The company’s
original plans were to build a hands-on industrial installation
facility and training center for electro-mechanical and industrial
trades jobs at Hamilton Enterprise Park, but it has since chosen to
invest directly into one of Hamilton’s neighborhoods. In addition
to securing a building, Darana also acquired local company
Apollo Electric in October 2018.

80 Acres Farms

80 Acres’ groundbreaking was held on September 24, 2018

In September 2018, 80 Acres Farms broke ground on a facility
at Hamilton Enterprise Park that will become the country’s first
fully automated indoor farm. 80 Acres’ revolutionary technology
allows it to grow food pesticide- and GMO-free in more traditionally
urban areas, all while using far fewer resources and nearly
eliminating food miles. Phase I of the Enterprise Park project
will create a 10,000 square foot facility, while later phases are
expected to add as many as 100,000 square feet and 20 new
jobs. 80 Acres Farms is also renovating the former Miami Motor
building, a $4+ million investment that will add 26,000 square
feet of office space and food production in downtown Hamilton.

JWF Technologies

JWF plans to complete its new Hamilton Enterprise Park
facility by summer 2019

JWF Technologies held a groundbreaking ceremony for its
new facility at Hamilton Enterprise Park in July 2018. JWF
is a specialized distributor servicing customers who require
engineered solutions for ergonomic motion control and custom
hydraulic, pneumatic, and electrical components and complete
systems. The company is building a 55,000 square foot facility
and will move its team of 42 employees to this new location with
plans to grow over the next several years.
21
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Opportunity Zones
In early 2018, the federal government announced the creation of federal Opportunity Zones, low-income
census tracts into which investors can put capital to work financing new projects and enterprises in
exchange for certain federal capital gains tax advantages. Hamilton successfully lobbied to have two
of our census tracts designated as Opportunity Zones, which provides a major incentive for investment
into some of the most distressed areas of our community. If you are interested in investing into one
of Hamilton’s Opportunity Zones, contact the Economic Development Department at 513-785-7070.

1
2

3
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A temporary tax
deferral for capital
gains reinvested in an
Opportunity Fund. The
deferred gain must be
recognized on the earlier
of the date on which
the opportunity zone
investment is sold or
December 31, 2026
A step-up in basis for
capital gains reinvested
in an Opportunity Fund.
The basis of the original
investment is increased
by 10% if the investment
in the qualified
opportunity zone fund is
held by the taxpayer for at
least 5 years, and by an
additional 5% if held for
at least 7 years, excluding
up to 15% of the original
gain from taxation
A permanent exclusion
from taxable income of
capital gains from the
sale or exchange of an
investment in a qualified
opportunity zone fund, if
the investment is held for
at least 10 years. (Note:
this exclusion applies to
the gains accrued from
an investment in an
Opportunity Fund, not the
original gains)

Economic Development

$4.3M

Butler County SBDC
Butler County Small Business Development Center

capital infusion
in 2018

The Butler County Small Business Development Center (SBDC) is consistently one of the top performing
SBDCs on both the state and national level. In 2017, it was chosen as the SBDC of the Year by the
U.S. Small Business Administration, an annual recognition awarded based on excellence in categories
including business starts, capital infusion, jobs created, and jobs retained. There are close to 1,000
Centers nationwide, and Butler County’s SBDC was the first one in Ohio to receive the recognition.

123

At the state level, the Butler County SBDC has been #1 in Ohio for business starts for the past two
years, out of 27 Centers statewide. The SBDC helped 52 businesses start in 2017, and helped 68
start in 2018. It helped create 123 jobs in 2018 alone with over $4 million in capital infusion and $2.1
million in sales increases in the county.

jobs created in
2018

The SBDC offers no-cost business counseling for startups and established businesses, as well as
to entrepreneurs looking to expand or to gain access to capital. David Riggs and Sangmi Kim are
both Certified Business Advisors who help Butler County residents opening a start-up, home-based
business, or franchise. Get in touch with the SBDC for more information by calling 513-737-6543.

67

businesses
started in 2018

#1

top SBDC in Ohio for
business starts in
2017 & 2018

The Butler County SBDC was chosen as the national SBDC of
the Year by the U.S. Small Business Administration in 2017
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Small Business Development
Small businesses are essential to make any community feel
vibrant and to draw new visitors, and the recent growth in
Hamilton’s small business sector shows that our community
is on the right track. Since 2014, more than 50 new small
businesses have opened in Hamilton’s urban core districts.
With at least 13 additional businesses opening in 2019,
Hamilton is gearing up for another great year. New businesses
in 2019 include Tano’s Bistro, The Benison Event Center, and
Pinball Garage, among others.
A total of 15 new small businesses opened in 2018, including
restaurants, bars, retail shops, salons, and fitness spaces.
While the Central and Main Street Business Districts have
seen a lot of activity over the past several years, other areas of
the city are starting to see significant growth. German Village,
Lindenwald, and all other urban core districts experienced an
uptick in interest and investment in 2018.

Bones Brothers Wings will open in 2019 at the Marcum Apartments

Businesses Opening in 2019
Aveda Salon
Balloon Gallery & Gifts
The Blank Space Event Center
Bones Brothers Wings
The Casual Pint
Kensho Traditional Shotokan Karate
Lounge 24
Pinball Garage
Scripted Studio
Tano's Bistro
The Benison Event Center
The Fringe
The Village Ice Cream Parlor
24

Downtown
Downtown
Downtown
Downtown
Downtown
Lindenwald
Downtown
Downtown
Main Street
Downtown
Downtown
Dayton Lane
Main Street

Balloon Gallery & Gifts opened in January 2019 at 228 High Street

Economic Development

Petals & Wicks, which originally opened as Sherry’s
Petals in 2016, opened an addition to its space on
Main Street in January 2019

Pinball Garage will feature pinball machines, both vintage and
those made by VPcabs, and serve bar food and alcohol

Small Businesses
Opened in 2018
Lindenwald
A&A Pretty Pets
Downtown
Basil 1791
Alexander’s Market & Deli
BeYOUtiful Salon
German Village
A Game Knight
Chubby Bunny Bakery
Selah Studio
Main Street
Roll On In
Quarter Barrel
Dance 2 Fit with Sylvia
3 Bears Emporium
R&D Electronics
Two Little Buds
The Flute Shop
Saint Hood Vintage

The Casual Pint is opening in the first
floor commercial space at the Marcum
Apartments in 2019

A Game Knight board game parlor &
tavern opened at 345 North Third Street
in November 2018
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Quality of Life

Parks Conservancy
The Hamilton Parks Conservancy continues to expand and upgrade Hamilton’s parks and greenspaces.
Since 2015, the Conservancy has added four new sites to Hamilton’s register of lively, attractive, and
accessible parks. The bulk of Conservancy investments in 2018 extended beyond downtown and into
the neighborhoods. Just before the end of the 2017-18 school year, the Conservancy completed a
multi-park playscape improvement program by installing new play equipment at 11 parks throughout
the city. It also reactivated Beeler and Kingston Parks, which had gone without a playscape for many
years. The Parks Conservancy has also partnered with the Hamilton Conservation Corps to renovate
the closed Joe Nuxhall Driving Range building at Joyce Park, with plans to turn it into a Nature Center
and begin operations around summer 2019.
An opportunity arose mid-2018 to construct a new park in the Jefferson neighborhood. Thanks to the
generosity of the Frank Pfirman Family, who donated the needed property with seed money, and Harry
& Jerri Thomas, who contributed start-up capital, this project is now moving forward. The Conservancy
expects to complete the park by early summer 2019, just in time for school to let out. In total, the
Hamilton Parks Conservancy invested more than $500,000 in parks in 2018.
Plans for 2019 include building pickleball courts at sites to be selected to provide a low-intensity outlet
for racket sports. Additionally, the Parks Conservancy will be partnering with Leadership Hamilton
Class 27 to revive the disused Cliffview Natural Area between Wilson Middle School and the planned
Beltline Recreational Trail. As always, the Hamilton Parks Conservancy will continue performing
routine maintenance and beautification efforts at all of Hamilton’s 48 parks, including the Great
Miami River Recreational Trail. The Conservancy is grateful for the support it receives from individuals
and organizations in the form of donations, volunteer hours, and citizen-led projects.
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48

parks &
greenspaces

$1.67M
2019 operating
budget

$375K
2019 capital
budget
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RiversEdge at Marcum Park

In 2019, RiversEdge at Marcum Park earned national recognition from the American Planning
Association (APA) as one of America’s Five Great Public Spaces in 2018. APA’s Great Places in America
program recognizes the streets, neighborhoods, and public spaces in the United States demonstrating
exceptional character, quality, and planning—attributes that enrich communities, facilitate economic
growth, and inspire others around the country. RiversEdge at Marcum Park is one of the top reasons
for Hamilton’s resurgence in recent years. With events such as David Shaw’s Big River Get Down, the
Hamilton Flea, and the award-winning free summer concert series, this park attracts tens of thousands
of visitors to the urban core every year. Additionally, the Marcum Apartments project was announced
as a direct result of Marcum Park itself, and these amenities together have drawn a lot of attention
from additional investors and developers.
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DORA & CEDs
Downtown Outdoor Refreshment Area

May 3, 2018 was the official launch of the City of Hamilton’s
Downtown Outdoor Refreshment Area (DORA). The creation of
the district allows alcohol-serving establishments to sell to-go
beverages in designated DORA cups. Patrons can then take
their adult beverages outside into the district and explore all that
downtown Hamilton has to offer. The boundaries encompass both
sides of the Great Miami River, including High and Main Streets,
German Village, and eventually the former Champion Paper Mill
site along North B Street where the Spooky Nook Sports Champion
Mill broke ground on October 25, 2018.
There are currently nine locations around Hamilton that sell into
the DORA, with at least another seven expected to open in 2019.
Also in early 2019, Roll On In will start selling Buzzed Bull Creamery
brand alcoholic ice cream which customers can have the choice
to take outside in DORA cups. While the DORA district is a fun
feature for Hamilton visitors and residents, it has also proven to
be great for existing businesses. Downtown retail businesses have
seen a boost in sales, and special events are able to capitalize
on the increased foot traffic that enhances the atmosphere and
exploration of the area. For additional information and a detailed
boundary map visit bit.ly/hamiltondora.

30

new liquor licenses
available through
the CEDs

9

locations selling
into the DORA

Community Entertainment Districts

In 2018, the City of Hamilton approved the creation of two
Community Entertainment Districts. This legislation created 15
new D5J liquor licenses in each district, bringing 30 new liquor
permits total to downtown Hamilton. These licenses are available
through the Ohio Department of Liquor Control at the annual cost of
the license, which is currently $2,344. Only those establishments
looking to locate within the defined boundaries of the CED are
eligible to apply for one, and permits cannot be sold or transferred
outside of the district. The creation of the additional liquor licenses
is a powerful tool for restaurant and bar recruitment to the districts.
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The DORA will expand north along the B Street corridor to include
Spooky Nook Sports Champion Mill once it has opened
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Promoting the Arts Identity
StreetSpark

“Paint the Town Red” (Stephen Smith) is painted
on a Miami University Hamilton building

As part of the City’s strategy to further the arts identity in Hamilton, an
arts committee was formed in 2014 comprising arts professionals in the
community and City staff. One of the ideas developed by the committee
was StreetSpark, an effort to produce high-quality public art that creates
opportunities for local artists and enhances the visual appeal of the city.
StreetSpark launched in spring 2016 and over the first three summers of the
program, eight murals were completed in highly visible locations around town.
Three more murals are planned to be painted in 2019. One will be located
on Max Stacy Flowers next to a small pocket park at the busy intersection of
High Street and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard. A second will be painted
on Minnick’s Drive Thru on Pleasant Avenue, located at the entrance to the
Lindenwald business corridor, while the third will be located on the Booker
T. Washington Community Center on South Front Street. StreetSpark is an
initiative led by the Fitton Center for Creative Arts with the City serving as an
important partner in the effort.

“Golden Ethos” (Christian Dallas) is painted on
North Second Tap & Bottle Shop

In addition to the StreetSpark program, the Hamilton Parks Conservancy has
overseen the creation of additional murals to bring art to our parks. In 2017,
six native bird murals were painted in six different parks, and in 2018 four
additional insect murals were completed. At least one new mural is slated to
be added to the parks in 2019.

Fitton Center for Creative Arts

“Hey Caddy-O” (Nicole Trimble) is painted on
the Jeff Pohlman Tire and Auto Service building
on east High Street

The Fitton Center for Creative Arts is a non-profit arts organization that has
been part of the Hamilton community for 25 years, offering among other
things rotating art galleries, performances by extraordinary musicians, actors,
and dancers, and classes & workshops for all ages. In 2018, the Fitton
Cinema was launched, a new community-based cinema presented in the
existing Fitton Family Theater. It has an art house style and focuses on event
screenings, family films, documentaries, classic & cult movies, as well as
locally produced films. The Fitton Cinema is also proud to provide community
screenings for audiences with physical challenges, sensory issues, and
developmental disabilities.
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Downtown Events
Downtown Hamilton is home to many unique and exciting events
throughout the year. These signature community events bring
between 80,000 and 100,000 visitors to Hamilton each year, and
are a great way to showcase the redevelopment efforts that are
constantly reshaping the city.

Operation Pumpkin takes place every October on High Street

Operation Pumpkin

operation-pumpkin.org
Operation Pumpkin is one of Hamilton’s largest annual events,
bringing out a crowd of around 30,000 during the second weekend
in October. The festival features a Giant Pumpkin Weigh-Off,
pumpkin sculpting, and live entertainment, along with a wide variety
of art and food vendors.

David Shaw’s Big River Get Down

bigrivergetdown.com
Arguably the single largest annual event at RiversEdge, David
Shaw’s Big River Get Down is a day-long music festival that features
a variety of acts. The festival is headlined by The Revivalists, a rock
band with Hamilton native David Shaw as its lead singer. The Big
River Get Down draws visitors from all over North America and has
donated more than $75,000 to the community for programming at
RiversEdge and fireworks on the 4th of July.

David Shaw’s Big River Get Down is a day-long music festival

RiversEdge Free Summer Concert Series

riversedgelive.com
RiversEdge Amphitheater offers a variety of events throughout the
year that bring tens of thousands of people to Hamilton annually.
This space hosts the annual Free Summer Concert Series, which
brings a wide variety of musical acts to Hamilton. The series hosts a
show most weeks from June through the end of August.
Other events hosted at RiversEdge include the Great Miami Rowing
Center’s Dragon Boat Festival, a day-long rowing competition that
promotes recreational use of the river, and the Parks Conservancy
Series, which features a variety of plays and musical acts.
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RiversEdge has free concerts most Thursdays every summer
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2019 Calendar
of Events
Alive After 5
April 4
May 2
June 6
July 11
August 1
September 5
October 3
Art Hop
April 17
Hamilton Flea
May 11
June 8
July 13
August 10
September 14
RiversEdge Concert Series
May 31
Jul 11
Jun 6
Jul 18
Jun 13
Aug 1
Jun 20
Aug 8
Jun 27
Aug 16-17
Jul 4
Aug 29

Hamilton Alive After 5

hamiltonaliveafter5.com
Hamilton Alive After 5 launched in 2015 with the
intent of boosting foot traffic to businesses along
High Street. It has since grown into a shop hop
that encompasses both the Central Business
District and Main Street Business District. Each
month is a different theme, and businesses in
these districts stay open until 9pm on the first
Thursday of the month from April through October
and offer specials and discounts to shoppers.

Hamilton Flea

hamiltonflea.org
This curated urban flea market operates on
the second Saturday of the month at Marcum
Park from May through September. Vendors are
selected from the top creators, inventors, and
artists in the Greater Cincinnati region and set
up booths from 10am until 4pm. Stop by to find
something unique, get something to eat from a
food truck, or just enjoy the music and ambiance
of the park in the summer!

Ladies Night Out
August 9
David Shaw’s Big
River Get Down
September 6-7
Operation Pumpkin
October 11-13
Music on Main
November 22
Christkindlmarkt
November 29December 1
German Village
Christmas Walk
December 1
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Information on
the MyHamilton
Resident Portal
Recycling schedule

MyHamilton Resident Portal

Leaf collection schedule

The MyHamilton Resident Portal is a website that helps Hamilton residents stay in the know by providing
key information on services provided, upcoming events, development projects, road closures, and
more. Residents can also use information on the site to explore the city’s parks, sculptures, murals,
and museums. New in 2019 is the Snow Informer, where residents can see which streets have been
treated during a snow event. MyHamilton also has links to other important City of Hamilton sites, such
as 17Strong, UtilityPay, OpenGov, 311 Service Requests, News, and more. The launch of MyHamilton
is a continuation of the City of Hamilton’s ongoing commitment to transparency and civic engagement.
User feedback is encouraged to allow for ongoing improvement of the web applications. Access the
resident portal by going to myhamilton.hamilton-oh.gov.

Road closures

Contact community
Police Officers

Snow informer
Community event
information
Development projects
Story maps
Pothole tracking (coming
soon)

311 Services
Leaf, garbage, & recycling
collection requests
Water quality, water
leaks, or sewer backups
Trees damaged or in
power lines
Potholes, damaged curbs,
or damaged sidewalks
Traffic signs or signal
issues
Utility billing questions
Graffiti removal
Abandoned vehicles
Employee compliments
Apartment conditions
Building permit questions
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4,029
total reports
created in
2018

3,729
total reports
addressed
in 2018

18

311 Hamilton
311 Hamilton is the official smartphone application for Hamilton residents. It allows residents to report
a variety of non-emergency issues directly to the city personnel responsible for those tasks. In 2018,
the 311 Hamilton app launched, and is available for download in the Apple App Store and Android Play
Store. Users can download the app by searching “311 Hamilton.” They will then be asked to create an
account or log into an existing one. Once logged in, users can start the process of submitting a request
by clicking “Service Requests”.
In the new system, all requests fall into one of five broad categories: My Home, Streets & Sidewalk,
Public Safety & Health, My Business, or Compliments & Concerns. After selecting a category, users will
identify the location of the issue by using the built-in map. If location services on your phone are turned
on, the map will automatically zoom into your current location. You can choose another location for
your request by typing in an address or tapping the map to move the request location pin.
Your request will also allow you to select an “issue type” and add an optional description, photo, or
video. Issues that can be reported using Hamilton 311 include leaf collection, potholes, building permit
questions, water quality or leaks, utility billing questions, and more.
Once submitted, the request is sent directly to the staff person responsible for that type of issue. You
will be updated as progress is made on your request both via email and by push notification (if enabled
on your device). Hamilton 311 can also be accessed on any web browser by going to hamilton-city.org.

average days to
close 311
reports
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Recreational Trails
In 2018, notable updates to the bicycle network
included bike lanes on South Hamilton Crossing and
Grand Boulevard from University Boulevard to East
Avenue/Dixie Highway. University Boulevard from
Knightsbridge Avenue to Williams Avenue was also
converted from four vehicle lanes to three vehicle lanes
with bike lanes on each side. In total, approximately
2.25 miles of new bike lanes were created.

South Hamilton Crossing, completed in late 2018, includes bike
lanes to expand the city’s existing network of bike infrastructure

The Hamilton Beltline Recreational Trail is one of two
major multimodal projects that has been identified as
a priority for Hamilton. In October 2018, City Council
approved the purchase of the Hamilton Beltline from
CSX Transportation. The sale will be finalized in the first
quarter of 2019 and Phase 1 construction between
Eaton and Cleveland Avenues will begin almost
immediately. This section of the trail is approximately
one half mile in length and will include the demolition
and replacement of a bridge across Two Mile Creek.
The City has determined that the former rail bridge
is not suitable for pedestrian traffic and is exploring
multiple bridging options. The City was awarded
two grants through the Ohio Department of Natural
Resources to help fund construction of the Hamilton
Beltline Recreational Trail.
The second multi-purpose trail project identified as a
priority is the Miami 2 Miami Connector (M2M). The
City has been actively working as a member of the
M2M Coalition, along with neighboring communities
and the regional trail advocacy organization Tri-State
Trails, to develop plans for a bike route that would link
the Great Miami River Recreational Trail in Hamilton to
the Little Miami Bike Trail in Warren County.
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The Beltline connects thousands of Hamilton residents on the
west side to the river and to downtown amenities
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The Coalition has identified several possible routes
connecting the two regional trails, including one route
referred to as the Canal Cultural Trail. This proposed
route would connect an existing multi-purpose trail
in Fairfield Township northwest through Gilmore
MetroPark to State Rt. 4 in Hamilton. The route would
then travel across Jim Blount South Hamilton Crossing
Overpass and eventually connect to the Great Miami
River Recreational Trail.
In 2018, the City of Hamilton and Butler County
MetroParks partnered on two successful grant
applications to the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional
Council of Governments to fund construction on
Hamilton’s portion of the Miami 2 Miami Connector.
Funding from these grants will allow construction
to begin in 2022 from Bypass 4 through Gilmore
MetroPark to North Gilmore Road.

The proposed Beltline Recreational Trail will connect many west
Hamilton neighborhoods to amenities along the river

Beltline Recreational Trail

Date: 2/27/2019

The information contained in this map is a public resource for general information and is provided for use only as a graphical representation. The City of Hamilton makes no warranty to the
content, accuracy, or completeness of the inform ation contained herein and assumes no liability for any errors. Any reliance on this information is the exclusive risk of the user.

1 inch = 1,200 feet
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Public Safety
Hamilton Police Department

In 2018, the Hamilton Police Department (HPD)
reconfigured its patrol shift structure and deployment to
provide more consistent and efficient frontline staffing.
In addition, it attained accreditation for the eighth
consecutive time since 1990, demonstrating HPD’s
continued commitment to excellence in law enforcement.
Finally, one of its goals was to recruit from a diverse, highly
qualified applicant pool, and HPD was able to select two
candidates for employment from such a pool.
In 2019, HPD will pursue its mission of “providing
exceptional police service for a better Hamilton” by
implementing a number of initiatives. In addition to
continuing to recruit from a diverse applicant pool in 2019,
it will begin to collaborate with City of Hamilton’s HR &
Civil Service Departments on administering the entrance
exam and physical fitness testing. HPD will continue its
focus on community engagement efforts through social
media, 5-Stops, and community education programs, and
plans to conduct at least five citizen training programs,
including active threat, self-defense, and citizen police
academy. Along the same lines, HPD wants to engage
at least 500 participants in youth programs such as
Safety Town, Junior Citizen Police Academy, and Beat
the Heat Basketball Challenge. It will utilize patrol shift
reconfiguration to maximize its presence in parks, schools,
businesses, events, and community meetings. Finally, in
2019 HPD aims to actively address neighborhood and
nuisance problems through increased coordination and
abatement efforts and by identifying and addressing the
most impactful nuisance & criminal places. The Hamilton
Police Department currently employs 113 officers and
handles approximately 70,000 calls for service per year.
36

HPD completed its 2018 Hamilton Citizen’s Police Academy in
November. This event brought together citizens from around the
community to learn how to make neighborhoods safer
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Hamilton Fire Department

113
HPD officers
in 2019

70,000
HPD average
calls for service
per year

14,250
HFD calls for
service in
2018

The Hamilton Fire Department (HFD) exceeded its goal of
job development training for its officers in 2018. Every Fire
Lieutenant and Captain, barring two, became certified Fire
Instructors, and all but one completed Fire Officer I training.
Those remaining are scheduled to complete their training
& certification during the first quarter of 2019, along with
the Captains and Deputy Chiefs who will also earn their Fire
Officer II certifications. HFD has partnered with Scarlet Oaks
Career Campuses to train its officers and provide ProBoard
certification for the training. This development is crucial
for officers to effectively train and supervise their assigned
crews. Along the same lines, the EMS Bureau trained and
transitioned HFD members to a new emergency medical
protocol, which is the most comprehensive update of the
protocol in many years.
Several facility renovations were initiated over the past few
years. Station 21 (Brookwood Avenue) was updated and now
houses Engine 21 and Medic 23. Station 24 (Main Street)
will be renovated in 2019, and Station 26 (Laurel Avenue)
will receive structural repairs to extend the station’s life.
Preparatory work for each of those projects has begun and will
continue into 2019. Additionally, HFD will continue to focus
on fleet improvements in 2019 and is currently budgeted to
replace or refurbish an engine and paramedic unit.
In 2018, projected call volume was 14,250, which is
approximately 230 calls fewer than 2017. The 2016-2017
change in calls was dramatic, at around an 11% increase
year over year (or a change from about 13,000 to nearly
14,500). That there was not a significant drop in calls in
2018 tentatively indicates a “new normal” in call volume,
rather than a short term spike in 2017 due to any single
particular factor.
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Resident Services
The Resident Services Department is responsible for providing a variety of
services that directly benefit the Hamilton community. Those services include
but are not limited to public communication, maintenance and operation of
municipal golf courses, and helping to put on some community events.

Golf

The Golf Division manages the operations and maintenance of the
municipally owned Potter’s Park and Twin Run Golf Courses. Both courses
are among the best in the region for quality and value and strive to provide
the most positive experience possible for all golfers. Both courses are
equipped with full service pro shops and clubhouses.
On average, more than 35,000 rounds of golf are played annually between
the two courses. The courses also host multiple golf outings for a variety of
clients and organizations each year. Over the past several years, golf outings
at the courses have been trending upwards. In 2016, the courses hosted 47
golf outings; there were 57 outings in 2017 and 59 in 2018.

Quick Strike Team

The Quick Strike Team (QST) is the driving force behind the fight against
blight in the City of Hamilton. The team is responsible for mowing and
maintaining over 500 City-owned and Land Bank properties as well as for
any 311 requests regarding illegal dumping, graffiti, and a myriad of other
nuisance-related issues. In 2018, the QST assumed the maintenance
of nuisance properties for the Health Department, which had previously
contracted the work out. In addition to providing a more timely abatement of
nuisance issues, bringing this work in-house has allowed for more effective
communication and collaboration between City departments, including
Health, Police, and Resident Services.
The QST also assists with concert production at RiversEdge Amphitheater. In
2018, it helped produce 15 concerts, including all-day events Whimmydiddle
Country Music Festival and David Shaw’s Big River Get Down. RiversEdge
concerts attracted more than 30,000 people from 34 different states and
had an economic impact of more than $1 million on the community in 2018.
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Hamilton’s golf courses, Potter’s Park and Twin Run,
are among the best in the region for quality and value.
Both have full-service pro shops and clubhouses
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D&I established
by ordinance
January 2015
D&I recommendations
to City Council
January 2016
City increased
recruitment reach
through Neogov rollout
July 2017
Commission’s Hamilton
Citizen Survey launched
September 2017
Implicit bias training
completed by City
employees
Fall 2017
Sexual harassment
forum hosted by YWCA,
Miami Regionals, & City
January 2018
Passport to Hamilton
Multicultural Fair
April 2018
Diversity Cafes held
Spring 2018

Second multicultural fair
March 2019

Diversity Lens project
ongoing
2019

Diversity & Inclusion
Formed in January 2015, the Diversity and Inclusion Commission (D&I) is tasked with studying the
internal and external barriers to diversity and inclusion and providing recommendations to City Council
and Administration to address such barriers in the City’s workforce, the services the City provides, and
in the interactions City staff has with the community.
In 2018, the Commission continued its efforts to increase community presence and engagement. For
the second year, D&I invited regional and community organizations to regularly scheduled meetings
to help Commissioners and Ambassadors learn about potential partnership opportunities in both
Hamilton and the Southwest Ohio region. Presentations in 2018 by the NAACP, Easterseals Serving
Greater Cincinnati, LifeSpan of Butler County, and the Jewish Community Relations Council of Cincinnati
extended partnership and assistance opportunities to D&I to make Hamilton more inclusive.
The major project of the Commission for 2018 and into 2019 was the development of the Hamilton
Diversity Lens. The Diversity Lens will be the City of Hamilton’s toolkit to build knowledge and
awareness around the minority and underrepresented identities in our community and will also
provide practical tools to organizations which wish to increase their own level of diversity and inclusion.
By offering information and data that will give users a complete understanding of the various minority
and underrepresented groups in Hamilton, this document will help users see diversity from new
perspectives and reduce the risk of excluding members of minority or underrepresented groups. The
ultimate goal of the Diversity Lens is to offer the community a tool that allows users to be intentionally
inclusive of all residents and employees so that everyone benefits from the services and opportunities
available in our vibrant community.
The Diversity Lens will be a 50-page document, including four initial snapshot documents. The snapshot
documents will serve as a “lens” to offer perspective on the minorities and underrepresented groups
that exist in Hamilton. The initial document will focus on these four snapshots:

•
•
•
•

African Americans
Hispanics
Individuals with Developmental Disabilities
Women

Once fully developed, the Hamilton Diversity Lens will be made available online and at participating
locations around Hamilton to offer an informed perspective intended to help users better understand
the many different groups in Hamilton who are at risk of exclusion. Review the Diversity and Inclusion
Commission’s full Action Plan at bit.ly/div-incl-com.
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Plan Hamilton
Plan Hamilton is Hamilton’s new comprehensive plan, which will act as a guide to the development of
the city for the next 15 years. Plan Hamilton has identified key policy topics important to the community,
set goals for each policy, and identified the actions needed to work toward those goals. This plan
attempts to balance quality of life and livability, economic health and prosperity, private property
needs, and public fiscal responsibility through a consensus building process that allowed the public to
determine the future direction of Hamilton.
Plan Hamilton’s top priorities are to:
•
•
•
•
•

Grow businesses and jobs
Improve our local connections
Connect Hamilton to the region
Enhance the well-being of our residents and neighborhoods
Encourage development and redevelopment

Plan Hamilton has been guided by citizen input. Over 4,500 pieces of input were gathered and 127
community stakeholders participated in the topic area focus groups. Plan Hamilton is a web-based
plan, which allows it to be a living document that is easily accessible to our citizens. Read the plan at
planhamilton.com.

40

City partnered with
Compass Point Planning
and McGill Smith Punshon
November 2016
Neighborhood input
meetings conducted
July - August 2017
Interactive workshop and
public open house held
October 2017
Focus Groups and Policy
Committee met to
develop plan principles
Winter 2017 - 2018
First draft completed
Summer 2018
Public input on first
draft gathered and plan
updated accordingly
Fall 2018
Final Plan Hamilton draft
released to public
December 2018
Final Plan adopted
February - March 2019
Implementation of Plan
Hamilton
Over next 15 years
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Hamilton River Plan
City began discussions
about Hamilton River Plan
Spring 2017
City partnered with W
Architecture and Landscape
Architecture, LLC
Fall 2017
Public input and
plan development
Winter 2017-2018
Draft plan presented
at public meeting
February 2018
Final Hamilton River
Plan approved
June 2018
GMRC provided free
kayaking during RiversEdge
concerts to promote
recreational river use
Summer 2018
City established
Entertainment Mixed Use
Planning Development
September 2018

Development of the Great Miami River and the riverfront area is a primary objective for the City of
Hamilton. Because of this, the City partnered with W Architecture and Landscape Architecture
to develop a river and riverfront area master plan. Following a process that included significant
opportunities for citizen and stakeholder input, the Hamilton River Plan was approved by City Council
in June 2018.
The Hamilton River Plan prioritizes river accessibility, recreational amenities, business attractions,
urban living, and city revitalization, with a focus on establishing a high level of activity on and surrounding
the river. Now that the plan is completed, City staff is focused on implementing the plan. The first
objective identified was to get more people on the river. To this end, the City collaborated with the
Great Miami Rowing Center (GMRC) to provide free kayaking during the annual Free Summer Concert
Series at RiversEdge. The City and GMRC have also been working with the Miami Conservancy District
to improve river safety signage along the river. Finally, City staff will seek possible grants in 2019 to
complete objectives outlined in the plan.
The groundbreaking of Spooky Nook Sports Champion Mill in October 2018 will serve as a catalyst for
riverfront development. As such, City staff is working to prepare B Street and Pyramid Hill Boulevard
for anticipated development. The City will be upgrading the infrastructure in the area, including
rehabilitating B Street to improve traffic flow and to allow for pedestrian connectivity to High Street
and Main Street. The City has also created a new Entertainment Mixed Use zoning category that
will accommodate a mixture of entertainment, hospitality, commercial retail service, office, and
residential uses. This new zoning district will be utilized along the riverfront to encourage investment
in the corridor.

River properties rezoned
to EM-UPP
February 2019
Encourage recreational
use of river, encourage
private investment along
riverfront, seek grants
for plan implementation,
improve safety signage
Ongoing
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Electric Utility Capital Projects
The City of Hamilton is in its sixth year of a ten year program to convert all streetlights
to energy saving light emitting diode (LED) lights and in year three of a five year tree
trimming cycle and tree planting program that has been implemented with guidance
from an on-staff professional arborist. The tree maintenance program is designed to
improve utility service reliability by maintaining proper utility clearances and right-ofway access. In 2019, $850,000 will also be invested for continuation of a ten year
Utility Pole Replacement Program, with 150 wooden utility pole replacements planned.
Based on the 2016 utility pole assessment survey that was completed, over 3,800
wooden poles are presently in need of replacement. Hamilton Utilities continues to
eliminate direct bury underground electric by replacement with conduit infrastructure
for increased reliability.
In 2018, many capital projects were completed, including the replacement of old
electromechanical relays with new solid state relays serving Substation 7 feeders.
Additionally, three 138kV oil circuit breakers (30 years old) were replaced in the
transmission system with new SF6 breakers. SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data
Acquisition) improvements are ongoing. Capital projects planned for 2019 include
installing Phase I of Substation 11 ring bus with assistance from Duke Energy,
replacing two additional oil circuit breakers (138kV) in the transmission system, and
conducting a LIDAR study of all transmission lines. Hamilton Utilities is also installing
four charging stations for electric cars throughout the community.

Crews installed new electric service for the
Marcum Apartments on North 2nd Street
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Substation 7 electromechanical relays
were replaced with new solid state relays

Infrastructure

105

mega-watt Meldahl
Hydroelectric
Facility

Meldahl & Greenup Hydroelectric Facilities

In 2018, Meldahl executed an upgrade to the fire suppression
system and replaced the shaft seal on one of three units, and
in 2019 will continue to optimize the Meldahl Computerized
Maintenance Management System (CMMS) to maintain
efficient and reliable facility operations.

70.2

mega-watt Greenup
Hydroelectric
Facility

Hamilton Utilities is in year four of a ten year, $30 million
rehabilitation plan for the Greenup Hydroelectric Facility on
the Ohio River. In 2018, nearly $2 million of capital projects
were executed, including refurbishing one of the downstream
gates, replacing an air oil seal, installing a gallery ventilation
system, and upgrading the security system. In 2019, over
$3 million of efficiency, reliability, safety, and preservation
projects are planned, including replacing a carbon shaft
seal and changing the generator governor controls from an
electromechanical system to an electronic control system.

51.4%
Hamilton’s share of
energy output from
each facility

Greenup is undergoing a ten
year, $30M rehabilitation

The Unit 2 downstream gate at Greenup was refurbished in October 2018

Meldahl is the largest facility of its kind on the Ohio River
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Underground Utility Capital Projects
Hamilton Utilities is committed to continually improving its utility systems. To this end, Hamilton Utilities
is investing over $19 million in local utility infrastructure in 2019. It is involved in a number of important
community projects, including Main-Millville-Eaton Intersection Improvement, where all utilities are
being upgraded. Additionally, it will replace the water main on North Third Street, Bilstein Boulevard,
and in the Highland Park neighborhood, replace the sanitary sewer on Corwin Avenue, and perform
other natural gas, wastewater, and water system improvements detailed below.

Natural Gas

The natural gas utility will fund $720,000 to replace 1.7 miles of natural gas main in Taft Place
subdivision and $720,000 to add a new natural gas main for Hamilton Enterprise Park in 2019.
Hamilton Utilities currently has 8 CNG vehicles and continues to research alternative fuels for our fleet.

Wastewater

$720K
2019 natural
gas main
replacement

$3.6M
2019 sanitary sewer
rehabilitation &
replacement

The wastewater utility will fund approximately $3.6 million for design and construction of sanitary sewer
rehabilitation and replacement projects in 2019. These funds will be used to replace Corwin Avenue
sanitary sewer, and to line 7,200 linear feet of existing pipes.

Water

In 2019, the water utility will fund approximately $6.5 million via a zero interest Ohio Public Works
Commission (OPWC) loan to replace 3 miles of water main on North Third Street, Bilstein Boulevard,
and in the Highland Park neighborhood. The water utility will also fund approximately $400,000 of water
main replacements on Heathwood Avenue, totaling 1,300 linear feet. Improvements of $400,000 are
also planned for the North Water Treatment Facility and $335,000 for the South Water Treatment
Facility to maintain efficiency and reliability. Two new lime slakers were installed at the South Water
Plant in 2018 that will improve the efficiency of the water purification process.
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$6.5M
2019 water main
replacement

Infrastructure

Hamilton Mason
Road Roundabout
Design began
June 2018
Construction begins
July 2019
Construction complete
October 2019

Five Points
Roundabout

Roundabouts
Hamilton Mason Road Roundabout

The Butler County Engineer’s Office is creating a roundabout at the intersection of Hamilton Mason
Road, Gilmore Road, and Hamilton Enterprise Park Drive. Gilmore Road will be rerouted slightly to the
west to align with Hamilton Enterprise Park Drive across Hamilton Mason Road. This will facilitate safer
and quicker access into and out of Hamilton Enterprise Park as well as developments to the north. The
budget for the project is approximately $1.76 million. Design began in June 2018, and construction
is expected to start in early July 2019. The roundabout is planned to be completed by October 2019.

Five Points Roundabout

The City of Hamilton is partnering with Butler County to create the Hamilton Mason Road at Five Points
Roundabout. This projected is located at the border of Hamilton and Fairfield Township, where Grand
Boulevard, Hancock Avenue, Hamilton Mason Road, Tylersville Road, and Tuley Road intersect. The
project will improve the intersection by creating a roundabout with a curb and gutter, proper storm
drainage, utility relocation, and safer roadway geometrics. The project is budgeted at a total of around
$2.5 million, with Hamilton obligated to cover just under $250,000 of those costs. The remaining
project will be funded through a combination of federal and County dollars. Project design began in
early 2018 and should be completed by July 2020. Construction is expected to begin in early 2021 and
take approximately ten months.

Design began
January 2018
Design complete
July 2020
Construction begins
February 2021
Construction complete
November 2021

Five Points Roundabout is at the border between the City of Hamilton and Fairfield Township
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Project Timeline
ODOT grant awarded
2012

Intersection Improvements
Main-Millville-Eaton

The Main-Millville-Eaton Intersection is an important project utilizing grant funding from Ohio
Department of Transportation’s (ODOT) Safety Program. In 2012, the City obtained funding through
the State Highway Safety Program to upgrade the intersection of Eaton and Millville Avenues on Main
Street. The project cost is estimated at $3.7 million and the State will contribute 90% with the City
responsible for the remaining 10%.
This improvement project is now underway. The improvement includes realigning the Eaton and
Millville Avenue approaches to the Main Street intersection so they are directly across from each other.
This will significantly improve traffic operations and safety at the intersection. Gas, water, sanitary,
storm, electric, lighting, and traffic signals are all being upgraded or replaced. Phase 1 Construction
began summer 2018 and includes work northeast of Main Street (Eaton Avenue). Phase 1 work will
continue through winter 2019 (weather permitting) to the extent feasible with the realigned Eaton
Avenue opening spring 2019. Phase 2 will begin spring 2019 and includes work southeast of Main
Street (Millville Avenue).
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Environmental studies
& detailed design
completed
2016
Construction plans &
right-of-way acquisition
completed
December 2017
Electric relocation
completed
Summer 2018
Phase I (Eaton Avenue)
construction began
Summer 2018
Eaton Avenue reopens
& Phase II (Millville
Avenue) begins
Spring 2019
Construction complete
September 2019

Infrastructure
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Project Timeline
Concept plan
completed
January 2016

CEREAL AVE

WESTERN AVE

The intersection has both significant
vehicular and pedestrian traffic and
may become an important bike
thoroughfare with the construction
of the Beltline Recreational Trail;
therefore, the new design must
incorporate the needs of all three
modes of transportation. The drawing
to the left depicts the current layout
with the intent of efficiently addressing
the intersection’s challenges. A public
meeting was held in January 2019 to
solicit feedback and the remainder of
2019 will be spent finalizing drawings.
CITY OF HAMILTON
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Construction complete
Summer 2021

ST

Intersection improvement
construction begins
Summer 2020

N
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Right-of-way
acquisition complete
December 2019

M

Construction plans
complete
December 2019

McKINLEY AVE

ODOT Safety Program
grant awarded
December 2016
Preliminary design
completed
December 2018
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Plans are underway to improve the
intersection of Main Street with
Cereal, Haldimand, Western, and
McKinley Avenues on the west side of
Hamilton. The current intersection has
five streets converging, resulting in an
inefficient and confusing intersection.
CURRENT PROJECT WORK LIMITS

N

AI

McKINLEY AVE

M

Main-Cereal-HaldimandWestern-McKinley

In December 2016, the City received
notification of an Ohio Department of
Transportation (ODOT) Safety Program
Grant for $2.7 million for construction
of the intersection in year 2020. ODOT
will contribute 90% of the construction
cost with the City contributing the
remaining 10%. The City will pay for the
design and any right-of-way acquisition
costs.
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EmPower Hamilton
Hamilton Utilities, in partnership with the Hamilton Community Foundation and Salvation Army, are
working together to assist Hamilton utility customers in need of utility assistance through EmPower
Hamilton. EmPower Hamilton is designed to assist Hamilton residents who are in need obtain
assistance with their utility bills. Many local families experiencing job loss, illness, loss of a spouse, or
other financial crises can find it difficult to pay their utility bills.
This program was launched more than eleven years ago and was initially known as the “Make it Happen”
fund. In October 2016, the program was rebranded “EmPower Hamilton” to renew awareness of the
program within our community. EmPower Hamilton participates in a number of events throughout
the year in order to spread the message about what the program does as well as to raise funds for
Hamilton families.
As of December 2018, 70 utility customers have signed up as recurring donors to the EmPower
Hamilton program. In addition, many customers choose to round up their utility bills each month and
donate that amount to the program. In October 2018, EmPower Hamilton sponsored its First Annual
EmPower Hamilton Golf Outing, which was an overwhelming success. Thirteen teams enjoyed a day of
golf and 36 businesses & individuals sponsored the event. EmPower was able to raise money through
booths at Operation Pumpkin and Hamilpalooza, as well as through special events planned for City
employees such as Casual Thursday, Super Bowl, Donut Day, Valentine’s Day, March Madness, and
EmPower Hamilton shirt sales. In 2018, EmPower Hamilton was able to give a total of $17,730 to the
Salvation Army to help Hamilton Utilities customers in need.
Hamilton Utilities customers
can contribute to the fund
through a one-time or recurring
donation on their utility bills. One
hundred percent of the money
donated goes to EmPower
Hamilton. The donations are
administered by the Hamilton
Community Foundation and
forwarded to the Salvation Army,
which works with qualifying
customers to help avoid utility
service disconnection.
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2016
EmPower Hamilton
launched

70

recurring Hamilton
Utilities customer
donors

$17,730
total 2018
donations

hamiltonohiobusiness.com

Thank you to the Butler County Visitors Bureau for the use of photos.

