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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Our mission

Message from the Director

The City of Hamilton’s Economic Development Department leads
activities that retain and create jobs, increase the tax base, and
improve the quality of life for the citizens of Hamilton. We work
across departmental and organizational lines to help businesses
succeed in our community and to promote Hamilton as a place to
live, work, and play.

2018 Year in Review
Downtown Living
Business & Industry

Who we are

Hamilton Mill

Located in the heart of the Cincinnati-Dayton metroplex, Hamilton
has long been an industrial force in the region and the urban &
cultural center of Butler County. The City of Hamilton is home to
just over 62,000 residents, three historic neighborhoods, five urban
core districts, and the 2017 National Small Business Development
Center of the Year. Our community has seen $500 million of
investment and 50 new small businesses opened in the past five
years, and we expect that number to top $800 million five years
from now.
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Message

FROM THE DIRECTOR
2018 was a momentous year for Hamilton. We
celebrated the groundbreaking at Spooky Nook
Sports Champion Mill in October and the ribbon
cutting of the Jim Blount South Hamilton Crossing
Overpass in December. One of these projects will
drive traffic to Hamilton while the other facilitates
faster travel throughout our community.
Two new companies, JWF Technologies and 80
Acres Farms, broke ground on sites in Hamilton
Enterprise Park, and a third, Darana Hybrid,
announced its intentions to rehabilitate an industrial
building in Lindenwald.

THE PACE OF HAMILTON’S
PROGRESS HAS BEEN
TRULY INSPIRING
-Jody Gunderson, Director, Economic Development
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We have received national recognition for our
initiatives to increase our community’s quality
of life by creating the Talent Attraction Program
(TAP) Scholarship, and for RiversEdge at Marcum
Park, which was chosen by the American Planning
Association as one of the nation’s Great Public
Spaces. Thanks to the hard work of dedicated
leaders, the pace of Hamilton’s progress has been
truly inspiring.

2018

YEAR IN REVIEW

New Restaurants

JAN

TAP Scholarship

Two new restaurants opened in downtown Hamilton. These
restaurants, along with several others anticipated to open in 2019, are
adding to Hamilton’s food options and help foster our nightlife appeal.

Business Symposium

The Hamilton Community Foundation’s Talent Attraction Program
(TAP) Scholarship launched and garnered lots of national attention.
This reverse scholarship bolster ongoing workforce efforts.

FEB

DORA

German Village Historic District hosted a business symposium
to spread the word about the wonderful opportunities in the
neighborhood and to attract business owners, developers, and others.

Main Street Project

APR

MAY

The Downtown Outdoor Refreshment Area was created, and
allows visitors to take their adult beverage with them as they
shop in our local stores or walk around our downtown districts.

MAR

StreetSpark Murals

The project to replace a 100+ year old water main and create a
more appealing streetscape in the historic Main Street Business
District began in early 2018 and was completed in early 2019.

JUN

The program’s third round of murals were painted this summer, adding
three new works of art in Hamilton. There are now eight StreetSpark
murals, as well as ten murals of birds and insects at local parks.
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JWF Technologies

JUL

Spooky Nook Sports

The company broke ground on its new facility at Hamilton Enterprise
Park. The company plans to move its headquarters, as well
as approximately 42 employees, to Hamilton in summer 2019.

Marcum Park

The $150 million project broke ground on the former Champion
Mill. Spooky Nook Sports Champion Mill is expected to draw
one million visitors per year and will be completed by early 2021.

AUG

Small Business

RiversEdge at Marcum Park, which hosts the annual free summer
concert series, was named one of five Great Public Spaces
in America by the American Planning Association in 2018.

80 Acres Farms

OCT

NOV

In total, 15 new small businesses opened in Hamilton in 2018,
including five new bars & restaurants, two salons, and five retail shops.
In addition, at least 13 new shops are expected to open in early 2019.

SEP

South Hamilton Crossing

The company broke ground on the country’s first fully automated indoor
farm at Hamilton Enterprise Park. The company is also renovating
a building in downtown Hamilton to serve as its new headquarters.

DEC

The Jim Blount South Hamilton Crossing Overpass was completed
and opened to traffic on December 14. This project allows safer
and faster traffic flow for those traveling east to west in Hamilton.
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Downtown

LIVING
DORA & CEDs
In 2018, the City of Hamilton launched the Downtown Outdoor
Refreshment Area (DORA). The DORA is a zone spanning 190+
acres of downtown Hamilton which allows visitors to take their
alcoholic drinks outside and into retail establishments that allow
them. The DORA adds a fun element to our resurgent downtown and
helps support our local businesses. Due to their economic benefits,
many other cities in Ohio have established outdoor refreshment
districts, including Middletown and Cleveland. Hamilton currently
has nine establishments selling alcohol into the DORA, with at
least an additional seven expected to open in 2019.
To keep up with the growing demand for additional nightlife and
dining options, the City of Hamilton created two Community
Entertainment Districts in 2018. This new legislation brought 30
additional D5J liquor licenses to the urban core. The increase in
overall availability of licenses from the state, and their affordability,
will greatly assist with the recruitment of new liquor serving
establishments to downtown Hamilton.

Marcum Apartments
The Marcum Apartments, which began construction in spring
2017, opened to residents in fall 2018. The $13 million mixed-use
building has 102 apartment units and five commercial spaces. As
of December 2018, four commercial tenants have signed leases:
Tano’s Bistro, The Casual Pint, Bones Brothers Wings, and Revive
Salon. These tenants will be building out their space in early 2019
and all should open by summer 2019. The Marcum is the first major
new development in downtown Hamilton in over 20 years and sits
just across from RiversEdge at Marcum Park.

6

RIVERSEDGE IS A NATIONAL E X AMPLE OF
HOW PUBLIC SPACES EFFEC TIVELY CRE ATE
A SENSE OF PL ACE THAT CRE ATES ACCESS
AND OPPORTUNITY FOR ALL
-Cynthia Brown, FAICP, President of the American Planning Association

RiversEdge at Marcum Park
In September 2018, the American Planning Association
(APA) named RiversEdge at Marcum Park as one of five
Great Public Spaces on the APA’s annual Great Places
in America List. APA’s Great Places in America program
recognizes the streets, neighborhoods, and public
spaces in the United States demonstrating exceptional
character, quality, and planning—attributes that enrich
communities, facilitate economic growth, and inspire
others around the country.
The Great Neighborhoods, Great Streets, and Great
Public Spaces of 2018 are places that are unique and
exemplary in their amenities and infrastructure, cultural
identity, and use of sustainable and innovative practices.
RiversEdge at Marcum Park is one of the top reasons
for Hamilton’s resurgence in recent years. With
events such as David Shaw’s Big River Get Down, the
Hamilton Flea, and the award-winning free summer
concert series, this park attracts thousands of visitors
to the urban core every year. Additionally, the Marcum
Apartments project was announced as a direct result
of Marcum Park itself, and these amenities together
have drawn a lot of attention from other investors and
developers.

7

Davis Building
A $1.8+ million renovation began on the Davis building at 302 Main
Street in early 2017 and is expected to be completed in spring
2019. This building, originally constructed in 1914, was acquired by
CORE in 2015 and has been largely empty for years.
Two Little Buds, a boutique floral design studio that specializes
in wedding florals and event design, renovated a space on the D
Street side of the building and opened in April 2018. Two more
commercial tenants are opening in early 2019: Village Parlor, an
ice cream shop which opened its doors on January 8, 2019, and
Scripted Studio, a boutique stationery designer, printer, & retailer,
which is expected to open in spring 2019.
Also planned to be completed in spring 2019 are 12 residential units
on the second and third floors of the building. These units range
from approximately 635 to just over 900 square feet, and offer
historic charm with modern amenities, including completely new
kitchens, washer & dryer, and more. Once completed, this building
will help fill the need for market-rate, high-quality apartments in the
historic Main Street Business District.

StreetSpark Murals
The third round of StreetSpark murals were completed in summer
2018, adding three new murals in and around downtown Hamilton.
StreetSpark is a public art program run through the Fitton Center
created to help enhance the arts identity of Hamilton while also
building opportunities for local artists. Murals were painted this
summer on the side of North Second Tap & Bottle Shop at 134
North Second Street, Jeff Pohlman Tire & Auto Service at 736 High
Street, and on one of the buildings on Miami University Hamilton’s
campus. A total of eight StreetSpark murals have been completed
through this program, in addition to ten native bird and insect
murals that have been painted throughout Hamilton’s parks.
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Small Business
A total of 15 new small businesses opened in 2018,
including restaurants & bars, retail shops, salons,
and fitness spaces. These new businesses opened in
downtown, German Village, Lindenwald, and across the
river in the historic Main Street Business District. Small
businesses are essential to make any downtown feel
vibrant and to bring new visitors into the community,
and our recent small business growth tells us that we
are on the right track. Since 2014, more than 50 new
small businesses have opened in Hamilton’s business
districts. Already, an additional 13 small businesses and
restaurants plan to open in early 2019, including the four
tenants going into the Marcum Apartments.

New Small Businesses: 2018
3 Bears Emporium

Main Street Business District

A Game Knight

German Village

A&A Pretty Pets

Lindenwald

Alexander's Deli

Central Business District

Basil 1791

Central Business District

BeYOUtiful

Central Business District

Chubby Bunny

German Village

Dance 2 Fit with Sylvia

Main Street Business District

Quarter Barrel Brewery Main Street Business District
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R&D Electronics

Main Street Business District

Roll On In

Main Street Business District

Saint Hood Vintage

Main Street Business District

Selah Studio

German Village

The Flute Shop

Main Street Business District

Two Little Buds

Main Street Business District

PROJECT HIGHLIGHT
Spooky Nook Sports Champion Mill
For the past several years, the City of Hamilton has been working
closely with Spooky Nook Sports to plan and build an indoor
sports and event center at the former Champion Paper Mill site
on the west side of the Great Miami River. This project officially
broke ground on October 25, 2018, kicking off a two year, $150
million redevelopment project that is expected to bring massive
economic benefits to the entire region. Once completed, Spooky
Nook Champion Mill will be the second largest convention center
space in the Tri-State area and the largest indoor sports complex
in North America.
Spooky Nook’s Pennsylvania location welcomed more than one
million visitors in 2017 alone and, according to a report by Tourism
Economics, this traffic brought an additional $39 million in offsite spending to the surrounding business community. Similar
results are expected for its Hamilton location. In addition to the
youth sports and event center, Spooky Nook Champion Mill will
include two hotels including a boutique hotel, restaurants, gym,
sports medicine facility, and more.

MORE THAN THREE YEARS OF STRONG
SUPPORT FROM MANY COMMUNIT Y
LEADERS AND A SERVICE-ORIENTED
TE AM AT CIT Y HALL HAVE ENABLED US
TO REACH THIS INCREDIBLE MILESTONE
-Sam Beiler, CEO & Owner, Spooky Nook Sports

Major

BUSINESS & INDUSTRY
New Builds

Darana Hybrid

One of Hamilton’s greatest challenges in attracting new companies is
our lack of move-in ready industrial space. About half of all companies
looking to relocate or open a new facility are looking for an existing
building, which puts our community at a disadvantage when it comes to
bringing new, quality jobs to the community. Many of our old industrial
buildings have either been razed or repurposed. Fortunately, in 2018
work began on two buildings that will add approximately 456,000 square
feet of industrial space in Hamilton.

In fall 2018, Darana Hybrid announced plans to purchase
and rehabilitate a vacant industrial building in Lindenwald.
Darana Hybrid, an electro-mechanical contractor specializing
in industrial, electrical, and mechanical installations, relocated
its headquarters to Hamilton in January 2017. The company’s
original plans were to build a hands-on industrial installation
facility and training center for electro-mechanical and industrial
trades jobs at Hamilton Enterprise Park, but it has since
chosen to invest directly into one of Hamilton’s neighborhoods.

International real estate firm Prologis began work on an industrial
speculative building in Hamilton in summer 2018. The 156,000 square
foot building will be located near the intersection of Symmes Road and
Bypass 4, nearby existing industrial businesses such as iMFLUX, Valeo,
and Interstate Warehousing. The building is expected to be completed
in early 2019 and is open to a number of industrial-use tenants.
The second building is being constructed by NorthPoint Development,
which is working with existing manufacturer thyssenkrupp Bilstein (TKB).
This 300,000 square foot building will be adjacent to TKB’s current site
just off of Symmes Road, with 160,000 square feet dedicated to be used
as warehouse space by TKB. The remaining 140,000 square feet are
available for lease by any industrial company interested in moving to or
expanding in Hamilton. This building is also expected to be completed
in early 2019.
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In addition to securing a building, Darana also acquired local
company Apollo Electric in October 2018. With the six new
employees who joined the team from Apollo, Darana now
has approximately 36 local employees, with plans to hire an
additional 20-30 in 2019.

iMFLUX
iMFLUX, a plastics processing & injection molding technology
firm and subsidiary of Procter & Gamble, signed a first-of-itskind distribution agreement with Milacron Holdings Corp. in
October 2018. iMFLUX chose to locate in Hamilton in 2013,
bringing 30 employees and investing an initial $50 million to
redevelop an industrial building into a research facility.

HAMILTON IS DOING A FANTASTIC JOB
BRINGING NEW AND EXCITING BUSINESSES
A N D OP P OR T UN I T IE S T O T HE C OMMUN I T Y,
AND JWF IS PROUD TO BE A SMALL PART OF
THE REVIVAL
-Dom Dipilla, President, JWF Technologies
JWF Technologies
JWF Technologies held a groundbreaking ceremony for its
new facility at Hamilton Enterprise Park in July 2018. JWF
is a specialized distributor servicing customers who require
engineered solutions for ergonomic motion control and custom
hydraulic, pneumatic, and electrical components and complete
systems. The company is building a 55,000 square foot facility
and will move its team of 42 employees to this new location
with plans to grow over the next several years.

80 Acres Farms
In September 2018, 80 Acres Farms broke ground on a facility
at Hamilton Enterprise Park that will become the country’s
first fully automated indoor farm. 80 Acres’ revolutionary
technology allows them to grow food pesticide- and GMOfree in more traditionally urban areas, all while using far fewer
resources and nearly eliminating food miles. Currently, the
company grows culinary herbs, leafy greens, vining crops,
and microgreens. Phase I of the Enterprise Park project will
create a 10,000 square foot facility, while later phases are
expected to add as many as 100,000 square feet and 20 new
jobs. 80 Acres Farms is also renovating the former Miami
Motor building, a $4+ million investment that will add 26,000
square feet of office space and food production in downtown
Hamilton.
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Opportunity Zones
In early 2018, the federal government
announced the creation of federal Opportunity
Zones, low-income census tracts into which
investors can put capital to work financing new
projects and enterprises in exchange for certain
federal capital gains tax advantages. Hamilton
successfully lobbied to have two of our census
tracts designated as Opportunity Zones, which
provides a major incentive for investment
into some of the most distressed areas of our
community.

Great Miami
River

Kirsch CPA
After receiving historic tax credits in 2017, the
former Fifth Third building at the corner of Third
and High Streets in downtown Hamilton was
renovated into Class A commercial office space.
Anchor tenant Kirsch CPA moved into its space
on the top two floors of the building in May 2018,
with plans to grow their 30 person team to as
many as 40 employees over the next several
years. Other floors of the building are rented to
several different law firms. In addition to bringing
vibrancy to a main corridor building that had been
vacant since 2012, this renovation project has
increased the number of professionals working
downtown, which helps local businesses and can
help fill new downtown apartments.

Kettering Health Network
Kettering Health Network, which owns and operates Fort Hamilton
Hospital, began construction on a new medical office building on west
Main Street in April 2018. The facility will be approximately 18,000
square feet, and seven primary care providers will offer outpatient
services to meet the needs of the community. “Outpatient services is
where healthcare is going [in the future],” said Fred Manchur, Kettering
Health Network’s CEO. The $6 million building is at the site of the
former Skating on Main roller skating rink, and will be completed by
March 2019.
At the Fort Hamilton Hospital location, Kettering Health Network is also
investing $6.5 million to completely remodel its third floor. The 12,000
square foot Cancer Center will bring a variety of superior oncology
services together in one place, and Fort Hamilton will recruit new
medical oncologists to staff the center. Finally, a new state-of-the-art
Special Care Nursery will offer the latest in neonatal services. This $1.8
million project will create eight private patient rooms for the hospital’s
tiniest patients and their families, each one offering an environment
tailored to the needs of the individual baby. The Nursery is expected
to be completed at the end of February 2019 and was made possible
by generous contributions through Fort Hamilton Hospital Foundation.

14

Community First Solutions

VPcabs & Pinball Garage

Community First Solutions (CFS) spent much of 2018 celebrating its
100 year anniversary. The Butler County nonprofit network provides
health and community based services for all ages and stages of
life. Throughout the year, CFS collaborated with local businesses
such as Municipal Brew Works, which created a Centennial Brew,
and Almond Sisters, which made birthday cakes that were handdelivered to anyone in Butler County who turned 100 years old. It
also held the “Party of the Century” on August 25 at Park 5, the
new mini-park on the rooftop of the McDulin Parking Garage. CFS
has been one of Hamilton’s most valuable community partners for
years; recent projects include rehabilitating a downtown building
two blocks south of High Street into a new headquarter space and
building Jamestowne, a $13 million post acute therapy facility on
west Main Street. Recently, CFS began development on 35 acres
of land contiguous to its Berkeley Square Community with plans to
continue to grow in Hamilton.

VPcabs, a company that makes virtual pinball machines and
licenses a variety of pop culture characters and themes, chose
to relocate its production facility to downtown Hamilton in June
2018. The company’s founder, Butler County native Brad Baker,
appeared on Shark Tank in May 2016 and received an investment
of $200,000. Its production space is fully operational and employs
6 people, with plans to hire up to 7 additional people over the next
few years. In the front of the building, it will open Pinball Garage,
a gaming bar that will feature pinball machines, both vintage and
newly made by VPcabs, and will serve stone-fired pizza and
barbecue. Pinball Garage plans to open in 2019.

Salvagnini
Salvagnini America, which makes machines to process sheet
metal, is headquartered in Hamilton just off of By-pass 4. In fall
2018, it began an $8.5 million project to construct a 26,000 square
foot showroom and office area. The project also includes making
improvements to the existing building. Salvagnini currently employs
102 people, and with this project it plans to hire an additional 15
over the next three years.
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CO M PA N Y HIG H LIG HT
thyssenkrupp Bilstein
Now one of Hamilton’s largest companies, thyssenkrupp Bilstein
has been a reliable advocate and business partner to the Hamilton
community for many years. The company began production at
its facility just off of Symmes Road in 1995. With only about 185
employees in 2011, the German-based auto parts manufacturer
has grown to approximately 750 employees as of December 2018,
and invested a total of $43.2 million in expanding its facilities.
Bilstein completed its first major capital investment in 2012, a $6
million expansion for new equipment to produce semi-active shock
absorbers with cutting edge technology. In 2013, it broke ground
on an $11.2 million expansion to create an additional $2.9 million in
payroll and 100+ new jobs. At that time, Bilstein announced that it
would invest $26 in another capital expansion. This expansion broke
ground in summer 2014 and ultimately created 60,000 square feet
and 214 new jobs. This was the company’s largest expansion and
took nearly two years to complete. Finally, in 2018, TKB partnered
with NorthPoint Development, a Class A industrial developer, to
build a $13.5 million, 300,000 square foot industrial facility adjacent
to the existing Bilstein site. Bilstein will use 160,000 square feet
for its warehousing space, with the remaining 140,000 square feet
available for lease by an industrial tenant.

In addition to its many capital investments in Hamilton, Bilstein has
consistently been a strong community partner. It was a catalyst
in starting the Butler County Regional Transit Authority’s R6 Job
Connector Route, a route which started in spring 2016 and connects
Hamilton’s residents to job centers throughout the county. In 2017,
Bilstein received the 2017 Employer of the Year award from the
Ohio Governor’s Council on People with Disabilities. It currently
employs about 20 individuals with disabilities through partnerships
with several local organizations. Bilstein also supports the Project
LIFE program through Butler Tech, which assists young adults with
disabilities in building foundational workplace skills.
In 2018, Bilstein also partnered with LifeSpan and Butler County
United Way to employ a life coach for its staff. So far, the life coach
has provided assistance to over 40 employees in areas such as
mental health, transportation, public benefits, eldercare, housing,
childcare, grief counseling, and personal finance. The services
are aimed at helping employees stay focused, meet performance
expectations, and remain employed. Hamilton has many wonderful
employers, and as one of them, Bilstein has consistently
demonstrated its commitment to our city and this region as a whole.

1995
thyssenkrupp Bilstein begins
production at its Hamilton
location off of Symmes Road

2011
2012
First major
expansion is
completed
Total investment:
$6 million

2014

Bilstein employs 185 people.
It begins its first major capital
investment, an expansion
for new equipment to
manufacture real-time and
other new-technology shock
absorbers

2013
Second expansion breaks
ground. This expansion is
expected to create $2.9
million in new payroll

Second expansion
is completed
Total investment:
$11.2 million
Third expansion
is announced and
breaks ground

2017

Bilstein is awarded
the 2017 Employer of
the Year award from
the Ohio Governor’s
Council on People
with Disabilities. It
employs approximately
800 people, making
it the second largest
private employer in the
community
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2016

Third expansion is completed,
adding 60,000 square feet to
the facility and creating 214
new jobs
Total investment: $26 million

2018

Bilstein partners with
NorthPoint Development to
break ground on 300,000
square foot facility, 160,000
square feet of which will
be used by Bilstein as
warehouse space

The

H A M I LT O N M I L L & S B D C
The Hamilton Mill
In 2018, The Hamilton Mill oversaw a variety of programming and
support for startups, small businesses, and entrepreneurs within
the City of Hamilton and the surrounding region. The Mill also
continued to lay the groundwork for positioning itself as a leader
at the heart of a new entrepreneurial ecosystem with key partners
in the region. CincyInno recognized the Hamilton Mill as its “Inno
Pick” of the year, and as of the fourth quarter of 2018, the Mill
had a utilization rate of 90% by startups in the water tech, genetic
research, and professional services sectors.
Pipeline H2O, one of the Hamilton Mill’s most significant programs,
is a water technology commercialization platform that seeks to solve
the world’s current and future water problems with sustainable and
innovative solutions. In 2018, the Mill had six startups participate
in the second Pipeline cohort, a group chosen from more than
75 applicants. During the course of the program, the Mill helped
these startups connect with business, industry, and government
organizations in the Southwest Ohio region to solve real challenges
in the water space. The program culminated in a Demo Day in May
2018, during which two companies were selected by their fellow
cohort members to each receive a $25,000 investment. This year,
Drop Water and GeoInteractive were selected.

Butler County SBDC
The Butler County Small Business Development Center (SBDC)
is consistently one of the top performing SBDCs on both the state
and national level. In 2017, it was chosen as the SBDC of the Year
by the U.S. Small Business Administration, an annual recognition
awarded based on excellence in categories including business
starts, capital infusion, jobs created, and jobs retained. There are
close to 1,000 Centers nationwide, and Butler County’s SBDC was
the first one in Ohio to receive the recognition. At the state level,
the Butler County SBDC has been #1 in Ohio for business starts for
the past two years, out of 27 Centers statewide. The SBDC helped
52 businesses start in 2017, and helped 67 start in 2018. In 2018
alone, it has helped to create 123 jobs with over $4 million in capital
infusion and $2.1 million in sales increases in the county.
Finally, in late 2018, the SBDC launched a working capital loan
program for small business owners. The SBDC offers no-cost,
one-on-one advising by a Certified Business Advisor for anyone
looking to open a start-up, home-based business, or franchise. Get
in touch with the SBDC for more information:
Director David Riggs
513-737-6543
driggs@butlercountysbdc.com
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Business Advisor Sangmi Kim
513-737-6543
sangmi@butlercountysbdc.com

Workforce

DEVELOPMENT
TAP Scholarship

Hamilton High Job Fairs

The Hamilton Community Foundation launched its Talent Attraction
Program (TAP) Scholarship in early 2018. This program acts like
a reverse scholarship, incentivizing any college graduates with
a degree in a STEAM (science, technology, engineering, arts,
or math) field to move to downtown Hamilton and work in Butler
county in exchange for student loan repayment assistance. Those
who receive the scholarship earn $200 per month (up to $5,000
total over two years). This is just one of a variety of efforts taken in
the Hamilton community to address the statewide issues of worker
shortages, low educational attainment, and a shrinking & aging
population.

Hamilton High School coordinated with the City of Hamilton’s
Economic Development Department to host two job fair events
in 2018. The first, held in April 2018, was targeted to graduating
seniors, and the second, held during the annual Parent-Teacher
Conference Night in December 2018, was targeted to parents, to
educate them about the local career paths that are available to
their students after graduation.

What is Workforce Development?
The City of Hamilton’s Workforce Development Specialist focuses
on forming connections between industry, nonprofits, and
educational institutions. Like economic development, workforce
development encompasses many different activities and areas of
focus, but our primary goal is to help employers find employees
and to help job seekers gain the skills they need to find sustainable
employment in our community. The specific needs of individuals
and companies vary greatly, so our approach is formulated on a
case-by-case basis.
If you are an employer in the City of Hamilton and have concerns
about finding and retaining the talent you need to do business,
contact the Workforce Development Specialist at jordan.schotz@
hamilton-oh.gov or at 513-785-7043.
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Utilities

& INFRASTRUCTURE
Main Street Streetscape

Intersection Improvement

The historic Main Street Business District had a major face lift in 2018. The Main
Street Streetscape projects started in early 2018 and included undergrounding
electric utility lines and replacing all of the streetlights in the district with new
decorative streetlights that have lighting for road traffic as well as improved
pedestrian-level lighting. As part of the beautification, the sidewalks also have
new brick pavers, trees, and other decorative landscaping. Additionally, the
100+ year old water main was replaced throughout the corridor. These efforts
totaled a $3.1+ million investment into a district which has welcomed more than
30 new small businesses in the last three years.

After several years of planning, the Main-MillvilleEaton Intersection Improvement project began
construction in early fall 2018, at the tail end of
the Main Street Streetscape projects. This project
will realign the Eaton Avenue & Millville Avenue
approaches to the Main Street intersection so that they
are directly across from each other. Once completed, it
will significantly improve traffic operations and safety
at the intersection, making the Main Street Business
District more accessible. Roughly 90% of the $3.7+
million project is funded through the Ohio Department
of Transportation’s State Highway Safety Program.
The project is expected to be complete by late 2019.

Reliable Public Power Provider
In May 2017, Hamilton Utilities earned the threeyear Reliable Public Power Provider (RP3) Diamond
designation from the American Public Power
Association (APPA). This honor is bestowed to
municipalities that provide reliable and safe electric
service, and Hamilton Utilities has an excellent track
record of reliability. Hamilton was one of only 43
utilities nationwide (out of more than 2,000) to receive
the honor in 2017.
Hamilton’s publicly-owned utilities are one of the City’s
most valuable economic development assets. More
than half our electric comes from sustainable and
green hydroelectric facilities, making our prices some
of the most stable and competitive in the region. This,
in turn, makes Hamilton highly attractive to companies
with high energy demands.

Reliable Public
Power Provider
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THIS IS GRE AT FOR OUR CITIZENS, FOR
OUR VISITORS, FOR STUDENTS GOING
B AC K A N D F OR T H T O MI A MI UN I V E RS I T Y,
AND GRE AT FOR THE LOCAL BUSINESSES
-Pat Moeller, Mayor, City of Hamilton

South Hamilton Crossing
The Jim Blount South Hamilton Crossing Overpass
is a project first conceived more than a century
ago, and was finally completed in December 2018.
This overpass, named in honor of local historian
Jim Blount who was a passionate advocate for the
project, provides greater connection between the east
and west sides of Hamilton. In addition to benefiting
companies and people located in the southeastern
part of the community, the overpass will provide
quicker access to University Commerce Park (UCP),
Vora Technology Park, and Miami University Hamilton.
ARK Investments is currently planning a mixed-use
development at UCP that will emphasize housing
options for Miami Hamilton students and include retail
& office space. The only other east-west connector
which allows travelers to avoid the train tracks that cut
through Hamilton is the Jack Kirsch underpass on SR129 / High Street. The ribbon cutting for the overpass
was held in December 2018.
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HAMILTON’S RENAISSANCE IS THE RESULT OF
YEARS OF HARD WORK BY COMMUNIT Y LEADERS
WHO L AID THE GROUNDWORK. WE HAVE BEEN
ABLE TO CAPITALIZE ON THAT E ARLY PROGRESS
AND TODAY WE HAVE THE PERFECT STORM OF
ELECTED OFFICIALS WITH VISION, A CIT Y STAFF
PASSIONATE ABOUT HAMILTON, AND RESIDENT
VOLUNTEERS WHO DO SO MUCH OF THE HEAV Y
LIFTING WITH LITTLE TO NO RECOGNITION.
WITH ALL OF THE PROGRESS WE HAVE SEEN
TO DATE , I TRULY BELIE VE WE HAVE JUS T
SCR ATCHED THE SURFACE.
-Joshua Smith, City Manager, City of Hamilton Ohio

Our

S T R AT EG I C P L A N
Looking Back

Total Annual Investment in Hamilton

Hamilton has experienced enormous change in recent
years. Our historic buildings and neighborhoods,
neglected for so long, are once again vibrant and
full of life. Thanks to the tireless efforts of our
businesses large and small, redevelopment partners
such as the Consortium for Ongoing Reinvestment
Efforts (CORE), and enthusiastic community leaders,
Hamilton has become one of the most exciting places
to be in the Greater Cincinnati region.
From a high of more than 11% in early 2010, the
local unemployment rate now hovers around 4%.
Since 2013 alone, more than $620 million has been
invested in our community by businesses locating or
expanding here, developers renovating our downtown
buildings, or through infrastructure upgrades and
improvements. In the same time frame, more than
2,500 jobs have been filled in our community. These
numbers are a testament to the strength of our
local economy, and they show the optimism of local
residents and employers.

Previous Goals
Realize another
$150M of new
private industrial
& commercial
investment

Generate $20M
investment for
recreational
amenities

$200M

$150M

$100M

$50M

$0

2 013

2 014

2 015

2 016

2 017

2 018

Status
Completed!*
Approximately $230M was invested in new private industrial &
commercial projects from 2013 through 2017. In 2018, Spooky
Nook Sports officially broke ground on the redevelopment of the
former Champion Mill. This $150M project, along with several
other industrial projects that started construction in 2018, bring
total investment in this category since 2013 to just shy of $450M.

In Progress*
This Department’s objective has been to increase retail,
restaurant, & entertainment options. Of our $230M of new private
industrial & commercial investment since 2013, at least $13.95M
has been in recreational amenities. Other investments already
underway and expected to open in 2019 include new restaurants
at the Marcum Apartments and Pinball Garage downtown.
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*Other non-Economic
Development projects
also contribute
toward this City goal
but are not included
in the information to
the left

*Other non-Economic
Development projects
also contribute
toward this City goal
but are not included
in the information to
the left

Looking Ahead
We expect to see even more growth in our community over
the next several years. Spooky Nook Sports Champion
Mill, a $150 million project, is the largest redevelopment
project in Hamilton’s history. It is expected to bring in one
million visitors annually, which will create high demand for
new businesses in the tourism and hospitality sectors. At
least 13 new businesses are expected to open in 2019,
four of which are restaurants and bars. Developers have
taken a renewed interest in Hamilton over the past year,
looking at potential projects in the Central Business District,
Lindenwald, or the Main Street Business District. Potential
redevelopment projects, such as the former Ohio Casualty
complex or the Anthony Wayne building, could easily spur
another $200 million in total investment.

Total Citywide Annual Payroll
$1.2B

FA S T FAC T S:

1.25M

square feet redeveloped
in the urban core

2,526
new jobs filled

$1.0B

50

$800M

new small businesses
opened
2 013

2 014

2 015

2 016

2 017

2 018

Unemployment Rate

8%
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buildings redeveloped
in the urban core

7%

6%

...since 2013!

5%

4%
2 013

2 014 2 015 2 016 2 017 2 018

Meet

OUR TEAM
Jody
Gunderson

Stacey
DietrichDudas

Director of
Economic
Development

Economic
Development
Specialist

Lauren
Gersbach

Mallory
Greenham

Business
Development
Specialist

Small Business
Development
Specialist

Jordan
Schotz

Chris
Lawson

Workforce
Development
Specialist

Executive
Director,
Hamilton Mill

Pat
Bigler

Hamilton is Open for Business
We’re here to make our community better, and
we move at the speed of business. Whether
you’re looking to start a new business, expand
an existing one, or just find out about what
makes Hamilton so special, we want to talk.

Executive
Administrative
Coordinator

Special thanks to Pat Bigler, who retired on January
31, 2019 after 16 years of service with the City of
Hamilton. You will be missed!
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CONTACT THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

345 High Street, Hamilton OH 45011
513-785-7070
econdev@hamilton-oh.gov

Special thanks to the Butler County Visitors Bureau for use of their photography

